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ship, and his ariny (raised to 50,000 men) to his
son Frederick William, known as the ' Soldier King.'
He it was who introduced the habit, followed by all
his successors, of the constant wearing of military
garb. Indeed, when he lay upon his deathbed, and
his chaplain read to him the solemn words 'Naked
I came into the world, and naked shall I leave it,'
he interrupted him with 'No: I shall have my
uniform!' His whole soul was concentrated upon
his army, which he raised to 90,000 men, and on
which he spent five-sevenths of the whole revenue
of his poverty-stricken state. He did not want war,
for he did not want his expensive army to be
injured. He used his menacing might as an adjunct
to his unscrupulous diplomacy. He was an adept
at the 'war of nerves.' He was a blusterer and a
bully of the worst type, almost insane in his out-
bursts of demoniac fury. 'His violence was and still
is notorious. He flung plates at his children, caned
his son in public, cudgelled the inhabitants of his
capital, flung the judges downstairs/ *
Only once, however, did he intervene in an armed
conflict, and that only when the enemy, Sweden,
was already beaten by a coalition of Danes, Poles,
and Russians. He intervened merely that he might
share the spoil, which for him consisted of a large
part of Western Pomerania (including Stettin,
Usedom, and Wollin) which gave him complete
* W. F. Reddaway, Frederick the Great, p. 21.
118